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Navy LPD-17 Amphibious Ship Procurement: 
Background, Issues, and Options for Congress 

Summary 

Some Members of Congress expressed interest in 2008 in the option of 
procuring a 10 lh San Antonio (LPD-17) class amphibious ship in FY2009, so as to 
help meet the Marine Corps’ goal for amphibious lift capability. The Navy’s 
proposed FY2009 budget did not request funding for a 10 lh LPD-17 and instead 
proposed ending LPD-17 procurement with the ninth ship, which was procured in 
FY2008. 

The Navy’s planned 313-ship fleet calls for a 31-ship amphibious force that 
includes 10 LPD-17s, and the Marine Corps states that a 33-ship amphibious force 
that includes 11 LPD-17s would be required to fully meet the Marine Corps’ 
amphibious lift goal. 

Procurement of a 10 th LPD-17 was the Number 2 item on the Navy’s FY2009 
Unfunded Requirements List (URL) and the Number 1 item on the Marine Corps’ 
FY2009 URL. Fully funding the procurement of a 10 th LPD-17 in FY2009, the Navy 
and Marine Corps FY2009 URLs stated, would cost $1,700 million. Congress, as 
part of its action on the FY2008 defense budget, provided $50 million in advance 
procurement funding for a 10 th LPD-17. 

The Marine Corps’ goal for amphibious lift is to have a force of amphibious 
ships with enough combined lift capacity for the assault echelons (AEs) of two 
Marine Expeditionary Brigades (MEBs). This goal, Marine Corps officials state, 
reflects responsibilities assigned to Marine Corps forces in U.S. regional war plans. 
The Navy’s FY2009 30-year (FY2009-FY2038) shipbuilding plan, if implemented, 
would achieve and maintain a 32- or 33-ship amphibious force including nine LPD- 
17s. This 32- or 33-ship force would fall short of meeting the 2.0 MEB AE lift goal 
in terms of square feet of storage space for wheeled vehicles. 

The compromise version of the FY2009 defense appropriations act (H.R. 
2638/P. L. 1 10-329 of September 30, 2008) provides $933.2 million in procurement 
funding for procuring a 10 th LPD-17 in FY2009. The ship is to be procured using 
split funding (i.e., two-year incremental funding), with the remainder of the ship’s 
procurement cost to be provided in FY2010. 

This report will be updated when events warrant. 
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Navy LPD-17 Amphibious Ship 
Procurement: Background, Issues, and 
Options for Congress 



Introduction 

Some Members of Congress expressed interest in 2008 in the option of 
procuring a 10 th San Antonio (LPD-17) class amphibious ship in FY2009, 1 so as to 
help meet the Marine Corps’ goal for amphibious lift capability. 2 The Navy’s 
proposed FY2009 budget did not request funding for a 10 th LPD-17 and instead 
proposed ending LPD-17 procurement with the ninth ship, which was procured in 
FY 2008 . The N avy ’ s proposed FY 2009 budget requested $ 1 03 .2 million for LPD- 1 7 
program closeout costs. 3 

The Navy’s planned 313-ship fleet calls for a 31-ship amphibious force that 
includes 10 LPD- 17s, 4 and the Marine Corps states that a 33-ship amphibious force 
that includes 11 LPD- 17s would be required to fully meet the Marine Corps’ 
amphibious lift goal. 

Procurement of a 10 th LPD-17 was the Number 2 item on the Navy’s FY2009 
Unfunded Requirements List (URL) 5 and the Number 1 item on the Marine Corps’ 



1 For an explanation of the designation “LPD,” see the section below on types of amphibious 
ships. 

2 See, for example, Zachary M. Peterson, “Skelton Says Navy Needs More Ships, Voices 
Concern About Reaching 3 13-Ship Mark,” InsideDefense.com, April 28, 2008; Dan Taylor, 
“Senate Panel Asks About Lack of 10 lh LPD-17 in Navy’s FY-09 Budget,” Inside die Navy, 
March 10, 2008; Philip Ewing, “Navy, Marine Leaders Support 2 More LPD 17s,” 
NavyTimes.com, March 6, 2008; Andrew Tilghman, “U.S. Marines Request an Extra Ship,” 
Defense News, March 3, 2008. 

3 The Department of the Navy (DoN) includes the Navy and the Marine Corps. The Navy’s 
amphibious ships are procured through the Navy’s shipbuilding account, known formally 
as the Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy (SCN) account. This report uses Navy to refer 
to the Navy itself, and DoN or “naval” to refer to both the Navy and Marine Corps. 

4 For more on the Navy’s planned 313-ship fleet, see CRS Report RL32665, Navy Force 
Structure and Shipbuilding Plans: Background and Issues for Congress, by Ronald 
O’Rourke. 

5 The URL is a list of items that are not included in the proposed budget for a military 
service for a given fiscal year but which the military service would prefer to be funded if 
additional funding were to be made available to the service for that fiscal year. For this 
reason, the URLs are sometimes referred to informally as “wish lists.” The military services 
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